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Comments

“

Dr. Alpher was my dentist and my two children's dentist for years when I worked near
his D.C. office. Even though we lived in Virginia, I wanted my children to start their
dental care with the best. We loved him. We have never feared going to the dentist
thanks to Dr. Alpher making it almost a pleasant experience. Seriously. My children
are as saddened as I am about his passing. His picture here reflects exactly who he
was. Happy, pleasant, fun. Our teeth and overall dental health reflect Dr. Alpher's
competence to this day. At some point, we needed a Virginia dentist and Dr. Alpher
referred us to Dr. Samuel F. Rayo. Dr. Rayo still takes care of my teeth and dental
health after 25 years.
Hate to think of Dr. Alpher gone. As noted above, he was the best, on all fronts.

Rosemary P. Rhew - November 24 at 03:34 PM

“

I will miss you coming in and saying "The Eagle Has Landed" ! I looked forward to
your jokes and our after hours chats. I will always remember you.

Jessica Taylor - November 19 at 03:40 PM

“

Dr. Elliott Alpher was a valuable asset to the Washington D. C. Sleep Society Board
of Directors during my presidency. He will be missed tremendously and my prayers
are with his family in which he treasured.
Jephranel Napper, RMA, RPSGT, RST
Immediate Past President

J.Napper - November 15 at 05:12 PM

“

Very sorry to hear this news. As a medical journalist, I interviewed Dr. Alpher on a
couple of occasions. He was an engaging individual and a true pro's pro.

Greg Thompson - November 15 at 10:37 AM

“

We lost a Giant!
You remember him as Dr. Elliot Alpher. I remember him as my many decades long
best friend, who always emphatically stated that we were joined at the hip and were
true brothers.
Elliot was joyful and passionately hard-working last week.
He left us suddenly.
A void has hit us. A magnificent sandcastle on a beach can be washed away with
time. Elliot used sand to polish thousands of OSA oral appliances and TMD
orthotics.
For those of us who know him, he will forever remain magnificent no matter the force
of tides.
Dr. Alpher served the sleep/TMD dental and medical community with extreme
passion, knowledge and that rare teach-ability that oozed and flowed perfectly as he
taught thousands of professionals continually over decades.
His passing was quick.
His life was long and worthy.
He fulfilled the true mission of life.
We are better off because of him.
Elliot and I were honored to represent dentistry for consecutive years explaining OSA
to Senators, The Department of Transportation, Federal Motor Carrier Association
and to staff and members of Congress in Washington, D.C. During the last 30 years,
he and I were on The Board of Directors of the International College of
Craniomandibular Orthopedics, The American Academy of Craniofacial Pain and the
last 5 years, the American Sleep and Breathing Academy.
The ASBA has bestowed the lifetime achievement award on him and elected him as
current Vice President.
We spoke often since cell phones were invented, 2-3 times per week on the way to
and from work. The day of his demise, we spoke of heading a research project on

OSA and dentistry nearing its completion. The progress he strived to enhance for
dentistry has been planted by multiple seeds that his passion proclaimed. They will
continue to proceed. That is his legacy.
His strength, humor and stubborn push for dental progress may slip apart from our
now non-joined hips, but he will never leave my heart.
Richard E. Klein
Richard Klein - November 15 at 10:16 AM

“

As a patient of Dr. Alpher, I want to express my deepest sympathy. I appreciate how
life brings you little moments of gratitude. The moment I met him, I saw a man who
was kind, full of joy, and intelligent. He remembered little things from appt to appt,
asking about my parents when I had only mentioned them in passing, for example.
I was in the office once and Mrs. Alpher came in with their dog. I could see how
much he loved his wife and it really touched me. He was pretty keen on the doggie,
too! I loved looking at the family photos he kept in the waiting room and always
appreciated his big smile and warmth. He leaves quite a personal and professional
legacy and I know you are so very proud of him. God bless each of you. I will pray for
your peace.
Julie Hughey

julie hughey - November 14 at 09:24 AM

“

Dr. Alpher and I were colleagues at the American Academy of Craniofacial Pain. He
has worked diligently hard to help many others. The Craniofacial pain and the dental
sleep medicine community will miss him.
Reda A Abdel-Fattah, DDS

Reda Abdel-Fattah - November 13 at 04:04 PM

“

Lee, Pam and I are deeply saddened at the loss of Elliott. We've been friends and
colleagues for a long time and he will be missed. Just a great guy! Our thoughts and
prayers are with you and your family.
Bob and Pam Talley

Tina Blevins - November 13 at 03:19 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Elliott’s sudden passing. I can say I’ve had the honor and
privilege to have known him for many many years as a colleague that was dedicated
to alleviating pain and suffering for his patients. Not to forget his dedication to several
dental Association‘s and their members. He always wanted to educate everybody.
He had a never ending desire to this end .A great friend I will mess .
Dr Jay Gerber

Dr Jay Gerber - November 13 at 02:35 PM

“

Your friends at the NFL Players Association purchased the Peace, Prayer Blessing
Sympathy Basket for the family of Elliott Joel Alpher.

Your friends at the NFL Players Association - November 13 at 12:51 PM

“

Our deepest sympathies to the Alpher family. We have been patients for over 35
years, and we will miss him dearly. In addition to being a brilliant doctor, he was one
of the kindest people we have known. Visits always started with a (joint) family
update, and he greatly cared about his patients. Elliott Alpher truly made a
difference, both as a doctor and as a human being.
Charles Struckmeyer and Barbara Pauls

Charles Struckmeyer - November 13 at 10:09 AM

“

I've known Elliott for over 30 years and he was always such a pleasant and fun
gentleman. I considered him a friend and am saddened to learn of his passing. My
deepest sympathy to his family, friends, and staff.
Tina Blevins, Oklahoma

Tina Blevins - November 13 at 08:51 AM

“

What a very special, positive and friendly spirit - what a loss. I was very fortunate,
and I stress fortunate to have a neighbor like Dr. Alpher these past several years at
the NFLPA building - he was always complimentary and took the time to ask how I
was and listened to what I had to say. He was a very strong young man as
demonstrated when he would bounce back from medical procedures to address his
back pain. He would always greet me with a radiant smile and compliment me on my
perfume with "how's the best smelling person doing today"! And with that I'd give him
hug and we catch up on the latest building gossip (smile). He will be remembered
and missed as a very bright spot in my day and I am sure it will be the same for so
many others. Wishing you all the best during these difficult times. Sorry for rambling
but the shock is still difficult to contain.

C. Juliet Pittman - November 13 at 06:49 AM

“

Elliot was a real success as man. He was one of the most outstanding dentists on
earth when it came to the science and treatment of TMJ Dysfunction and Sleep
Apnea. It was always infromative and exhilirating to talk with his on these subjects.
Elliot fit with in three of the real giants of the TMJ Dental world. Brendan Stack,
Harrold Gelb, Jack Haden, and Elliot fits in as the fourth horseman.
He had the respective of so many of us. It is a tough loss. You will be missed.
Bryan Keropian DDS

Bryan Keropian - November 13 at 02:45 AM

“

Dr. Alpher always made me think hard about sleep and wellness. He always made
me laugh hard at life’s irony. Dr. Alpher, you will be greatly missed for all your
goodness and brilliance. Sending my heartfelt condolences to his family, friends, and
colleagues. May you be surrounded by strength during this very difficult time. Lisa
Cypers Kamen

Kamen Lisa - November 12 at 07:31 PM

“

Diane Eisenberg purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of Elliott
Joel Alpher.

Diane Eisenberg - November 12 at 03:10 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Elliott Joel Alpher.

November 12 at 11:50 AM

“

I have worked with Dr. Alpher for many years and it has always been a pleasure. He
was always happy and making jokes. I spoke to him several times a week on the
phone and he always made my day. I considered him a friend more than just a work
acquaintance. His loss will be felt by many for a long time. He was a great person
and a great doctor who truly cared about every one of his patients. All of us at
Gergen's Sleep Lab send our deepest condolences to his family and friends.
Jason Wilson
VP of Sleep Operations
Gergen's Orthodontic & Sleep Lab

Jason Wilson - November 12 at 10:29 AM

“

I only met Dr Alpher a couple of times, but each time I did he inspired me to keep his vision
of the ASBA mission moving on. He will be missed by many Dr Dave Singh
Vivos Therapeutics, Inc
Dr Dave Singh - November 12 at 09:50 PM

“

Listening to Dr. Alpher talk about his passion for getting sleep disorders recognized,
diagnosed and treated was inspiring to me. His passion helped me be vocal in my
community about sleep disorders and the effects it has on children and adults. He will be
missed.
Dr. Mark Barnes, Colorado
mark barnes - November 13 at 06:32 AM

“

How deeply saddened I am to receive the news of Elliot's passing. What a wonderful
person and dear friend! I totally agree with Bryan Keropian's comments. Dr. Alpher cannot
be replaced. He touched my life as he did many others. I'm too sad to say anything else. I
was an honor to know him and to be one of his friends.
Wesley Shankland - November 13 at 07:53 AM

“

I have known Dr. Alpher for close to 14 years as an alumnus and volunteer at the
University of Maryland. He was a wonderful mentor to undergraduate students trying to
decide between medical and dental school and careers. He also shared stories of his
journey into sleep medicine and doing research. We developed a real friendship over the
years. I so looked forward to seeing him either in the office or on campus. I am crushed by
this news and my sympathies to Lee and the family.
Andrea - November 13 at 09:05 AM

“

I've know Elliott Alpher for around three decades. Dr. Alpher was an early adopter of our
DentalWriter Software in the early 90's and was ahead of the curve in figuring out how to
help his patients get treated and removing barriers with their insurance, when possible. I'm
so glad he called me a couple weeks ago with an idea about spreading the word about
sleep apnea appliances. It was always a bright spot in my day to hear from him.
It does my heart good to think of all the patients he has helped with TMJ disorders and
obstructive sleep apnea oral appliances. I truly feel honored to have had him as a friend
and colleague. All of us at Nierman Practice Management send our heartfelt condolences
to Lee and his family.
Rose Nierman - November 13 at 12:38 PM

“

Our sincere condolences to Dr. Alpher's family and friends. We had such a nice
conversation just a few days before his passing as a patient in his office having a new
dental sleep appliance fitted. He shared stories of his spoiled dog (like ours), love of family,
his deep patriotism and respect for the American flag and annual flag raising ceremony at
home with his grandchildren, his passion for his work, etc. He was looking forward to
conducting another presentation at World Bank Group to educate traveling staff on impact
of sleep apnea and prevention. May he rest in peace. A joyful and lovely person who will be
missed by his patients. Elizabeth and Xavier Legrain
Elizabeth Legrain - November 13 at 08:56 PM

