Sheldon Joel Shapiro
April 10, 1965 - February 7, 2019

On Thursday, February 7, 2019, Sheldon Shapiro passed away peacefully. He was born
and raised in Silver Spring, MD, to David and Marcia Shapiro. Graduating with a Bachelor
of Science in Fire Protection Engineering from the University of Maryland, College Park,
he began his career working as a field apprentice in 1993 for his father's mechanical
contracting company. He and his brother, Jerry, expanded Shapiro and Duncan, Inc. to
over 400 employees and together they grew the company into one of the preferred
mechanical contracting firms in the region. A man with an enormous heart and a great
sense of humor, he was more than just a businessman. He was a strong supporter of the
HVAC and plumbing apprenticeship programs, sponsored engineering scholarships locally
and actively served on various boards. An avid Terps fan and active alumni he could be
seen at many Terrapin events. He is survived by his parents, David and Marica Shapiro;
siblings: Gerald (Geri) Shapiro, Linda (Richard) Groveman, Julie (Charles) Ayres; nieces
and nephews: Joseph (Ashley) Groveman, Aubrey (Andrew) Ginn, Scott Groveman,
Amanda (Colin) Whitaker, Aaron Shapiro, Jacob Ayres, Joshua Ayres, and grand-nephew:
Gavin Ginn. He will be missed by many more friends and family.
Funeral services will be held Sunday, February 10th, 2 pm at the Theatre Arts Arena at
Montgomery College, 51 Mannakee St, Rockville, MD 20850. Interment will follow at
Judean Memorial Gardens in Olney, MD. The family will be receiving immediately
following services at the home of Julie and Charlie Ayres. Shiva will be held Monday thru
Wednesday at the home of Gerald and Geri Shapiro where they will be receiving visitors
at 7 pm with minyan to follow. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to
the Sheldon Shapiro Charitable Foundation Inc, c/o Shapiro and Duncan, Inc, 14620
Rothgeb Drive, Rockville, MD 20850. Services entrusted to Sagel Bloomfield Danzansky
Goldberg Funeral Care.
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Comments

“

Dear Shapiro Family,
Thank you for letting us share in the celebration of Sheldon’s life.
We came to Sheldon’s memorial because we wanted to support the Shapiro family
as they have supported ours. However, the purpose of us coming became more
apparent the longer we were there and indeed not what we expected.
In the period of about an hour, we developed a relationship and years of memories
with a person we never knew. You gave us the gift of friendship and joy with Sheldon;
which we never knew was possible after someone’s passing.
Not only did we get to experience Sheldon in our lives through this memorial, but it
taught us that we need to get to know the people in our lives/business much more
personally to be able to better share in the beauty of life.
We are grateful that you allowed us to share in Sheldon’s life and this experience
with you. We now feel like we have known this great person even though we have
never truly met. Who knew we would leave a memorial service with a new friend.
Sincerely,
Mary & Adam Adelsberger
AAC Independent (formerly Frank J. Dean Co.)
mary@aacindependent.com

Mary Adelsberger - February 11 at 08:50 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with the entire Shapiro family at this time. Tom first met
Sheldon years ago when he was volunteering with the Montgomery County Students
Construction Foundation. Tom’s impression was that Sheldon was “a heck of a nice
guy.” Only after we moved to Southern MD and met David and Marcia did the
connection become clearer...”apples don’t fall far from the tree.” Take care as you go
through this period of adjustment to life without Sheldon. Fondly, Tom and Julie
Kemp

Julie Kemp - February 09 at 11:42 AM

“

I attended the service today on behalf of my family. My father (Allan) wishes he was able to
be here but his brother Steve and sister Lynn were also in attendance. Growing up I fondly
remember the yearly family gatherings. Since I’m much younger then that side of the family,
I was always left out. But Sheldon always made it a point to say hi. Sheldon will be missed.
Love to all.
Daniel Shapiro - February 10 at 07:30 PM

“

I met Sheldon while attending U of M more than 30 years ago. Sheldon was the nicest,
smartest, funniest, most generous and kind person I have ever known. We shared so many
great memories together. He leaves a big hole in anyone's life that had the pleasure to
know him. May he Rest in Peace.
Daniel Mathias - February 11 at 02:37 PM

