Arthur Marks
October 1, 1944 - January 15, 2019

MARKS, Arthur of Potomac, MD passed away peacefully at his home on January 15th. He
was born in Detroit, MI on October 1, 1944. Art is survived by his wife of 25 years, Nancy
Casey and his children, Joshua, Michael, Samantha and Spencer. He was the caring
brother of Gene, David (Camille) and Irene (Graham Bass), a beloved son of the late
Theodore and Rose B. Marks.
Art received a Masters of Business Administration with high distinction (Baker Scholar)
from the Harvard University Graduate School of Business, attended Stanford Law School
and completed a Bachelor of Science in Industrial Engineering from the University of
Michigan.
Art began his career at Baxter Labs working in marketing, sales and finance before joining
General Electric (GE). Art was General Manager of the GE X-ray business where he
formed a multi-billion dollar joint venture with Yokogawa. Art was Senior Vice President
and President of Software Products Operations at GE Information Services. Art joined
New Enterprise Associates (NEA) as a General Partner where he was responsible for
developing NEA’s technology practice and involved in over 60 portfolio companies. In
2000, Art founded Valhalla Partners as Managing General Partner.
Art practiced venture capital for 35 years. He regarded entrepreneurs as modern-day
heroes. Art mentored and developed management teams. He was legendary for being
both a great listener and a strategic thinker, turning problems on their head and finding
solutions to challenges.
Art served on numerous corporate boards and volunteered his time to many educational
institutions, serving on the boards of University of Michigan Engineering School, Harvard
Business School Board of Advisors, Stanford Law School and Venture Philanthropy
Partners. Art was the Chairman of the Mid-Atlantic Venture Association.
Art had numerous passions including, fly fishing, photography, sailing, military history and

gardening. He transformed his home into a paradise for birds, bees, butterflies and
people. Family was of great importance to him.
A memorial service will be held at 11:00am on Friday, January 18th at his home in
Potomac MD. Funeral services will be handled by Sagel Bloomfield Danzansky Goldberg
Funeral Care. The burial will be held at Garden of Remembrance in Clarksburg, MD. His
family is sitting Shiva from 3:00pm until sunset.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks that you make a donation to Project Healing Waters Fly
Fishing.
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Comments

“

I’m so sorry to hear about Arts passing. We both attended Ardsley. I’ll never forget
his love of snakes and when his got loose in the neighborhood, I was terrified! I knew
he would always be successful in life, he will be missed. - Connie Moore (Weiss)

Connie Moore - January 21 at 08:34 PM

“

Art was a guy who had time for everybody. I met him through a Board that I
presented to. He never said a lot during the meeting but he always quickly
summarized what he liked and what he thought I could work on at the end of each
meeting. He was always right.
As my career shifted, I called Art to see if he could help with some advice. He not
only helped with advice, he set me on a new career path that has been incredible.
Even after my success, I came back to Art and randomly called him to check in. One
time, I called him at 8 PM my time and found he answered the phone at 2 AM in
Paris. He was on vacation with his family but saw it was me calling and wanted to
make sure we talked. His devotion to help and friendship were unmatched.
I considered myself a friend of Art's but I also know that he knew hundreds of people
like me. I bet he took time to help all of them. As we grew closer, we had dinner
together a couple times. Just the two of us. For me, it was like going to Disney World.
It was fun, exhilarating, educational, thought-provoking, and spirit lifting. What a great
man. He will be sorely missed by all and I will cherish my memories of time spent
with him.
My deepest condolences to the family and while I know they are grieving, the
measure of a man is the respect and memories he leaves behind. Art will never be
replaced and I'm fine with that as nobody would be able to replicate what he's done
and the memories we have.

Randy J - January 19 at 02:24 PM

“

I met Art in Ardsley, NY. Our graduating class consisted of 88 people. we were a
small group. I last saw him at our 50th HS reunion in Tarrytown. Art offered a lot to a
lot of us in big and small ways. He will be missed.
Natalie Stien

Natalie Stien - January 18 at 11:26 PM

“

I was in Art's public school classes in Ardsley, NY. Art was admired for intelligence,
wit, kindness, not to mention his fascination with small critters and his ant farm.
Although so very accomplished, he returned to share memories at our occasional
reunions and will be missed by AHS Class of 1962.
Richard Reilly

Richard Reilly - January 18 at 08:48 PM

